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Hamedah Dhalai,  








This bibliography compiles scholarly information and new reports on the topic of wind power in 
Nevada. As a senior at UNLV majoring in both Economics and French, I began this project in 
June 2010 in consultation with William E. Brown, Jr., director of planning and communications 
at Brookings Mountain West. This research topic interests me greatly, and I believe that 
expanded research and commercial development of alternative energy, including wind power, is 
essential to the growth and development of Nevada. My service as a Student Ambassador in the 
College of Business, a position that allows me to represent UNLV to the larger Las Vegas 
community, has confirmed this belief. 
The goal of this project is to provide a resource for information on wind power in Nevada. This 
bibliography includes websites that focus on wind energy and articles regarding the wind 
industry in Nevada. References to information in a variety of formats, including videos and 
maps, are available. The bibliography does not contain detailed scientific analysis of wind 
energy, rather, it offers a view of contemporary wind power activity in Nevada and works that 
discuss the future of the wind industry. 
Included in the list of articles and resources are numerous news articles pertaining to future wind 
projects, as well as a section dedicated to commercial projects that failed or did not materialize. 
References to individual wind power projects document each project's progress, or lack thereof. 
As many of these projects are in their beginning phase, one is advised to search for information 
that may be produced following publication of this bibliography.  
I would like to extend a special thanks to Marianne Buehler, UNLV urban sustainability librarian 
for her guidance with this project. 
 
Hamedah Dhalai 
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• Schreck,  S.J.  (2007,  January  8‐11). Rotationally  Augmented  Flow  Structures  and  Time  Varying 
Loads on Turbine Blades(PDF). Retrieved from  http://www.nrel.gov/wind/pdfs/40982.pdf 
 
Time  dependent  blade  surface  pressure  data  were  acquired  from  the  NREL  Unsteady 










































































































































































































































































































• Robison,  J.  (2010,  February  9). NV Energy Agrees  to Deal With Wind  Farm.  Las Vegas Review 







• Robison, J. (2010, July 1). Regulators Tell Utility to Reveal Deal Details. Las Vegas Review 
Journal. Retrieved from http://www.allbusiness.com/energy‐utilities/utilities‐industry‐electric‐power‐
power/14747206‐1.html 
Consumers should soon see how much local power utility NV Energy has agreed to pay for green 
electricity in several new power‐purchase agreements. 
• Rogers, K. (2010, August 8). Renewable Energy: Wind power project's impact on bats studied. 
Las Vegas Review Journal. Retrieved from  http://www.lvrj.com/news/wind‐power‐project‐s‐impact‐on‐
bats‐studied‐00747919.html 
Research is aimed at finding ways to keep the bats from tangling with wind turbines planned in 
Spring Valley, about five miles away as the bat flies. 
• Spring Valley. Retrieved from 
http://www.wildnevada.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=546:fast‐track‐spring‐valley&catid=89 
Web page against Spring Valley Wind Project. 
• Tavares, S. (2010, March 6). It’s Man vs. Bird in Quest for Power. Las Vegas Sun. Retrieved from 
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2010/mar/06/its‐man‐vs‐bird‐quest‐power/ 
The future of Nevada is tied to the future of the sage grouse because the bird lives in a lot of the 
same areas that are expected to be used for wind, solar and geothermal energy. 
• Voyles, S. (2009, January 4). Wind Farm Showdown this Week.   Reno Gazette Journal. Retrieved 
from http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/rgj/access/1690835311.html?FMT=ABS&amp;date=Jan+04%2C+2009  
Alternative energy advocates and residents opposed to giant wind turbines overlooking their 
homes in Warm Springs Valley are expected to square off when Nevada Wind's proposed wind 
farm comes before the Washoe County Planning Commission on Tuesday. The project is 
expected to produce $1 million a year for local governments after tax abatements are 
considered, according to an economic analysis by Rubald & Associates, of Carson City. 
•  (2010, February 9). Wind Project Proposed in Nevada. Retrieved from 
http://www.businessinsider.com/wind‐project‐proposed‐in‐nevada‐2010‐2 
Two energy companies have signed a 20‐year deal for harvesting electricity from a proposed 
wind farm in eastern Nevada. NV Energy said its power‐purchase agreement with Pattern 
Energy Group includes the 150‐ megawatt Spring Valley Wind Project 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Virginia Peak 
• Tavares, S. (2009, February 20). Las Vegas company plans Northern Nevada wind farm. Las 
Vegas Sun. Retrieved from http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/feb/20/las‐vegas‐company‐plans‐
northern‐nevada‐wind‐farm/ 
 
The Washoe County Planning Commission this month unanimously approved plans for a 60 to 
150 megawatt wind farm near Sparks. The 3,500‐acre wind farm — the Virginia Peak Wind 
Project — is planned about 20 miles northeast of Sparks. 
• Tavares, S. (2009, February 22). Vegas Company’s Planned Wind Farm Clears a Hurdle.  Las 
Vegas Sun..Retrieved from http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/feb/22/vegas‐companys‐planned‐wind‐
farm‐clears‐hurdle/ 
Article on Virginia Peak Wind Project from February 2009. The Washoe County Planning 
Commission has approved plans for what could become Nevada’s first commercial‐scale wind‐
powered electrical generating facility. 
• Virginia Peak’s Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=108098660203 
Zephyr and Chinook  
 
Transcanada: an independent power producer. The proposed Zephyr and Chinook projects would 
transport significant amounts of wind‐generated electricity from the high‐quality wind resources in 
Wyoming and Montana to markets in the U.S. Southwest, including California, Nevada and 
Arizona. Zephyr and Chinook are important new transmission infrastructure projects that would directly 
benefit the states they cross and consumers in the southwestern U.S. and make a substantial 
contribution to achieving state RPS and federal climate change objectives. 
 
• (2009, September 30). Recovery Act Helps to Fund Transmission Line for Montana Wind Power. 
Retrieved from  http://www.nrel.gov/wind/systemsintegration/news/2009/730.html 
 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory. 30 September 2009. 
  TransCanada is proposing to build two 500‐kilovolt direct‐current transmission lines to carry 
  power from south‐central Montana and southeast Wyoming to a point south of Las Vegas, 
  Nevada. 
 
• (2009, September 25). TransCanada Has a Plan to Tap Wyoming and Montana's Wind Power 
Potential By Building Transmission Lines. Retrieved from 
http://www.energyboom.com/wind/transcanada‐has‐plan‐tap‐wyoming‐and‐montanas 
 
Canadian company TransCanada (TSE:TRP) is seeking develop a plan to move wind power from 
the Rockies to the southwest United States via two, $3 billion USD transmission lines. 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V.   Unsuccessful Projects 
 
Duke Power Searchlight Project 
 
Application of Duke Energy Corporation d/b/a Searchlight Wind Energy LLC for authority under the 
provisions of the Utility Environmental Protection Act for a permit to construct the Searchlight Wind 
Project consisting of up to 97 turbines, two substations, an overhead transmission line, and four 
permanent meteorological masts to be located in Clark County, Nevada.  
http://pucweb1.state.nv.us/PUCN/DktInfo.aspx?Util=Renewable&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1 
• (2010, January 15). BLM Fast‐Tracks Nevada Renewable Projects. Reno Gazette Journal. Link 
unavailable. 
Projects listed include NextLight's 267 megawatt solar project in Clark County, Duke Energy's 
200 megawatt wind project in Clark County, Spring Valley Wind's 150 megawatt wind project in 
White Pine, Ormat's geothermal projects in Pershing and Lander, and NV Energy's One Nevada 
Line project in White Pine. 
• Robison, J. (2009, June 26). ENERGY: Searchlight residents grill Duke Energy representatives 
about wind farm. Las Vegas Review Journal. Retrieved from 
http://www.lvrj.com/business/49170432.html 
 
The ongoing tempest over a planned wind farm swept about 10 percent of Searchlight's 600 
citizens into the town's community center Thursday afternoon. Searchlighters peppered 
executives of project developer Duke Energy with questions. 
  
• Sweet, P. (2009, January 31). Winds of Change Low Back. Las Vegas Sun. Retrieved from 
http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/jan/31/winds‐change‐blow‐back/ 
 
Residents of Searchlight, unlike Boulder City counterparts, staunchly oppose wind farm 
in community. 
 
• Tomlin, C. (2009, January, 28). Proposed wind farm near Searchlight worries some residents. Las 
Vegas Sun. Retrieved from http://www.lasvegassun.com/news/2009/jan/28/proposed‐wind‐farm‐near‐
searchlight‐worries‐some‐r/ 
 
Some Searchlight residentsworry that the wind‐powered energy plant would be ugly, noisy and 
deadly to wildlife. 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Nevada Test Site Wind Farm 
Proposal of Nevada Test Site Wind Farm. July 2001. Federal Register. Page 38648 
 http://nepa.energy.gov/nepa_documents/rods/2001/38646.pdf 
• (2002, July 18). Air Force Kills Wind Farm On Nevada Test Site. Retrieved from http://www.wind‐
power.net/airforcekills$130windfarm.htm 
 
A $130 million wind farm planned for land that is part of the Nevada Test Site about 85 miles 
northwest of Las Vegas has been abruptly canceled by a federal agency due to military concerns. 
  
•  (2003, January). Annual National Environmental Policy Act Planning Summary.  Retrieved from  
http://nepa.energy.gov/nepa_documents/2003_Annual_Planning_Summaries/B_NEPANEVADASITEFeb05.pdf 
 
Cancellation of wind facility in 2002.Due to “potentially significant adverse impacts to national 
security missions of the U.S. Air Force at the Nevada Test and Training Range.” Page 4; 4.2. Jan 
2003. Prepared by the National Nuclear Security Admiistration. 
 
• (2001, January 25). New Wind Plants In Northwest, Nevada to be World's Largest Retrieved from  
http://www.awea.org/news/news010125nwn.html 
 
The unveiling of plans within the past two weeks for what will be the world's two largest wind 
power plants underline both wind energy's growing maturity and competitiveness. 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VI.   Regulations in Nevada 
 
• Roberts, J (2010, June 18).. AWEA Says Small Wind Market Grew 15 Percent in 2009. Retrieved 
from  http://www.energyboom.com/wind/awea‐says‐small‐wind‐market‐grew‐15‐percent‐2009  
Second, state regulators are finally beginning to appreciate the value of streamlining the small 
wind permitting process. As of the spring of 2010, nine states (New Jersey, Delaware, California, 
Nevada, Wisconsin, Vermont, Missouri, Oregon and New Hampshire) had simplified their 
regulations. Unfortunately, this still leaves a considerable cohort of states who have difficult 
rules that essentially prevent small wind towers from being installed.  
• Neuffer, S. (2010, July 16). Wind Energy Ordinance Powers Forward. The Record Courie.r 
Retrieved from http://www.recordcourier.com/article/20100716/NEWS/100719927/1062&ParentProfile=1049  
 
On Tuesday, Douglas County Planning Commissioners voted 5‐1 to approve a zoning text 
amendment that eases restrictions on erecting wind turbines in residential areas. 
 
• Markets for Green Power. Retrieved from 
http://www.awea.org/SMALLWIND/TOOLBOX2/markets_for_green_power.html#RenewableEnergyStandards 
 
Nevada’s legislature revised the state's minimum RPS amounts to increase by 2% every 2 years, 
starting with a 5% renewable energy requirement in 2003 and achieving a 15% requirement by 
2013 and each year thereafter. 
 
• (2010, June 3). Nevada's Energy Portfolio Standard. Retrieved from 
http://www.dsireusa.org/incentives/incentive.cfm?Incentive_Code=NV01R&state=NV&CurrentPageID=1 
 
Nevada established a renewable portfolio standard (RPS) as part of its 1997 restructuring 
legislation. Under the standard, NV Energy must use eligible renewable energy resources to 
supply a minimum percentage of the total electricity it sells. 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VII.   Videos 
• (2010, March 31). Harry Reid: Nevada's Clean Energy Pioneer. Retrieved from 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjSawJt1eJI  
 
A short documentary on Nevada's clean energy champion, Senator Harry Reid.  
 
• (2010, August 20). N. Nevada man realizes wind power goal. Retrieved from  
http://www.mynews4.com/story.php?id=26090&n=122 
 
On Friday morning a 100‐foot, 10 kilowatt turbine was installed in Thomas Danzinger's Washoe 
Valley backyard. 
• (2010, March 11). Reid Discusses Plans for a New Wind Turbine Plant. Retrieved from 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23BH‐p1Mbfo  
 
Nevada Senator Harry Reid today discussed the news that A‐Power Energy Generation Systems 
plans to build a new wind turbine production and assembly plant in Nevada. 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VIII.   Websites 
 
• American Wind Energy Association. awea.org 
 
AWEA is a national trade association representing wind power project developers, equipment 
suppliers, services providers, parts manufacturers, utilities, researchers, and others involved in 
the wind industry 
 
• Clean Technologies and Renewable Energy Center. dri.edu/ctrec 
 
The DRI Clean Technologies and Renewable Energy Center (CTREC) is a credible, independent 
authority regarding the benefits and limitations of renewable energy systems and their impacts 
upon the environment. The current focus of DRI’s renewable energy research is on wind energy, 
hydrogen applications, and biomass‐to‐energy systems.lean Technologies and Renewable 
Energy Center page located on the Desert Research Institute website. 
 
• EnergyBoom. energyboom.com 
 
It is the premier facility featuring news, research information, education materials, answers to 
technical and policy questions, and access to wind energy publications. New online information 
is posted regularly.  
• Wind Energy Industry Today. http://windenergy.einnews.com/ 
 
News site that compiles articles on wind power. Paid membership required to gain access to 
articles. 
 
• Industrial Wind Action Group. windaction.org 
 
This website claims to "counteract the misleading information promulgated by the wind energy 
industry and various environmental groups." It publishes news and opinion articles regarding 
wind power. It posts personal stories from people who live near wind farms and can attest to 
the turbines' impact on their quality of life: all are negative.  
 
• Wind Today. windtoday.net  
 
A website that provides links of news articles about wind power. Also provides information 
about wind energy events. 
 
• National Wind Watch. wind‐watch.org  
 
This website publishes information about the negative impact of wind power. It provides 
interviews with people who claim to be victims of wind power and gives advice to people who 
wish to protest wind facilities being built in their communities. 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• Renewable Energy World. renewableenergyworld.com  
 
A website comprised of information on various renewable energies, including wind. It provides 
links to renewable energy companies. It includes a blog, podcasts and videos. The website 
provides listings for jobs in the industry. It is a pro‐renewable energy website. 
 
• NREL: Publications.  http://www.nrel.gov/wind/publications.html 
 
The NREL wind research program develops publications about its R&D activities in wind energy 
technologies. Consists of selected recent publications, a link to the NREL Avian Literature and 
Publications Databases, and information about the Technical Library at the National Wind 
Technology Center. 
 
• Nevada Southwest Energy Partnership.  nswep.org/wind.html 
 
Nevada Southwest Energy Partnership has a page linking to wind projects. 
 
• Wind Farms in Storey County. Storeycountywindfarms.org   
 
This web site is owned and operated by Jed Margolin to post documents and discuss the issue of 
wind farms in Storey County, Nevada  
